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1. Introduction
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Structure of presentation

• Statistics

• European trends in the conception and the 

organisation of teacher education, Institutional
aspects, models of training

• The professional portrait in various teacher 
training curricula

• Trends as concerns content and methodology

in teacher training curricula

Alois Ecker 3

Education for history teachers in Europe
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The CHE-Civic and History Teachers‘ Education Study 
33 European countries partcipated: www.che.itt-history.eu



2. European trends

in the conception and 

organisation of teacher 
education
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Statistics

• Over 40 million students enrolled in tertiary education in 
the 47 countries of the European Higher Education Area 
in 2008/09

• More than 3,30 million students in our sample were 
enrolled as teacher trainees - either for primary or for 
secondary education.

• More than half a million of students enrolled in studies of 
subjects history, geography and/or social studies

• Over 150 000 trainee teachers in the CHE-subjects.

• See also   http://www.eurydice.org

• Since 2006/07 an increasing interest in teachers’ job, 
p.ex. at Vienna University + 320%

Alois Ecker 6
Education for history teachers in Europe



EHEA: Students enrolled in tertiary education in 
2008/09
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Demographic turn

• More than 50% of secondary teachers in Europe will
retire during the next 10 – 12 years

• A challenge - a risk - a chance

• Not only a demographic turn but:

• A social change: who are the new teachers?
What is their political, cultural, social background?

• A cultural change: What history will they teach? What values will they
live? What ideas of a history pupil/ of the civic education teaching in the 
classroom will they bring in?

• Which conception of history and civic education teaching in the 
classroom should be enforced by teacher education?

• What can be done by teacher education to make the new generation of 
CHE-teachers enough self-confident to organise the history classroom
as a  multiperspective discourse?
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Age Distribution of teachers in Secondary Schools

(ISCED 2 & 3), year 2009/10
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Source: Compilation from Eurydice (2012) Key data on education, Brussels, pp. 124



The Civic and History Education Teacher – an 
academic profession all over Europe

• Initial teacher education (ITE) has been established widely at 
universities or pedagogical universites – a general shift from
secondary to tertiary education since the 1990ies

• With the Bologna process ITE has been organised in many
countries on BA and/or MA-level

• Deregulation, Modularisation of teacher education, more variety in 
forms of curricula and training concepts

Questions: 

• Which responsibilities to be kept by the national state
administration?

• Which responsiblities to be given to private/independent suppliers?

• Which responsibilites to be developed on European level?  
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Type of institution offering full study programmes to 
become a teacher of secondary school education for 

subject History or similar subjects in the study year 2009/10 
(A1.1.1-2)



Organisation of full study programmes

• Most teachers in the CHE subjects (=History, Civic/Citizenship

education, Social Studies, Politics, Cultural Studies) are still 

educated by full study programmes of History

• Depending o the level of accreditation for a certain school level the 

averange length of studies vary between 3 and 5 years

• An average percentage of 20% within these sudies is given to 

professional training (= subject didactics, general didactics, practical

training), although there is a big variety in concepts and curriculum

structures

• Two third of countries have established entry requirements – but

only one fifth of countries organise qualitative forms of assessment



Country-Overview: Full study programmes in Teacher education with 

subject ‘X as the major subject



Length of study by institutions and certification for

school level, 2010 

14

Length of teacher training studies – certification for school level, 2010



Proportion of professional training of teacher training studies
for upper secondary schools. (B4.1.4)
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Entry requirements for teacher education studies – forms and 
procedures B4.3.2
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Qualitative forms of selection procedures

at the entrance of studies B4.4.1



Models of training, Induction phase,

Forms of studies and Combination of subjects

• Teacher education is either organised alongside the consecutive

model, the concurrent model, or in modular form. 

• More and more countries offer an induction phase at the end of 

initial education. There is a big variety as concerns form and length

of such induction.

• To acquire a teaching diploma, trainee students have to pass final 

exams and/or a variety of assessment procedures including

practical training under supervision of a mentor teacher.

• Teacher education in subject „History“ is organised in a big variety

of forms and combinations all over Europe. This implies different 

conceptions of the subject on both, the epistemological/ 

conceptual and the thematic level of „History“.



Consecutive, concurrent, modular model of training (B3.2.1)  



Length of induction phase (B.4.2.2)



3. The professional profile of the 

history teacher 

Training academic, didactic and 

communicative skills
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Growing focus on the profession of teaching

– but weak conceptual and theoretical basement

• Since the pilot study has been conducted, a growing focus on 

the profession of teaching can be observed.

• Nevertheless, the conceptual and theoretical basement of 

teacher education remains weak, the idea of a specific

training/education also as regards aspects of the subject

itself, is rarely realised, p.ex. 2/3 of countries report about the 

academic history curriculum to be similiar to the subject

training in the teacher education curriculum. 

• Only a few teacher training institutions have realized



EF 1.7. Similarities of academic history curriculum
and ITT-curriculum



Aims, conceptual and theoretical basement of 

curricula, D 2.3.1-7

• On average much emphasis is given to subject knowledge (75 to 

80% of all courses), but

• Compared to previous studies, more time is given to pedagogical/ 

didactic skills, to organisational and societal responsibilities (see

examples) and to training of practical skills

• Concepts – answers are rather heterogenous, there is no common

standard on a European level: some curricula start from general 

basic competencies trainee teachers are expected to acquire, 

others describe subject oriented knowledge and skills, a third group 

puts emphasis on the scientific abilities and the theoretical 

understanding of 

• References to theories in history didactics or theories in didactics of 

civic education are relatively rare



4. Subject history courses



From national narratives to 

a  plurality of historical narratives

• History“ – in 19th and early 20th century: 
a national (and/or nationalistic) narrative

• These concepts still have a strong influence on the way(s), 
history is seen, investigated and taught today

• The pilot study on ITT for history teachers (1998-2000) 
confirmed the picture „national history and the construction of 
national identity through history remain the predominant
issues in all concepts, regardless of all differences and 
variations“

• The first general comparative study (2003-2006) did not differ
much from these first results

• The CHE study gives evidence of less emphasis on national 
narratives and on political history, while there is

• a trend to European and global aspects
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Proportion of Local – regional – national – European – World 

History courses (E+F1.3)



How many narratives of history?

• In view of global economic, social, political processes

national concepts (also in historiography) tend to be
inadequate and anachronistic

• New trends of historiography : economic and social
history, every-day-life-history, gender history, cultural
history and global history

• These aspects also play a bigger role in the teacher 
training curricula today

• More emphasis in given to theme-centred approaches

• intercultural, multicultural, global concepts (and 

narratives) of history are not very much represented in 
the history curriculum
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Proportion of Political – social – economic – global - cultural

history courses (E+F1.4)



Subject oriented competencies

• From encyclopedic to exemplary approaches to history

• More emphasis on theme-centred and problem-oriented

approaches to history

• The picture is more heterogenuous with ‚Multiperspectivity‘,  

or ‚teaching by examples

• Bilingual forms of teaching history are hardly trained or not at 

all trained

• The answers are also rather heterogeuous with ‚multicultural

aspects of history, while aspects such as ‚gender history‘ or

‚cultural/ linguistic diversity‘ are hardly trained explicitly
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Important (epistemological) aspects in subject history courses (EF1.5) 
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Important aspects in subject history courses (EF1.5) 



Subject didactic courses



TE in subject didactics

• Multicultural aspects and intercultural dialogue don‘t play an 

important role in subject didactics either

• Emphasis is given e.g. to classroom managment, interactive

teaching, process oriented forms of teaching and learning

• The use of media and IT is reported as ‚important‘ in general, 

but ‚eLearning and new media‘, ‚the use of collaborative tools

(Web 2.0)‘ or the ‚training for actively produce audio-visual

teaching material‘ is hardly in the curricula.

• The same for ‚Organising project-work‘, for ‚interdisciplinary
cooperation‘ in history teaching, for ‚learning to listen‘ and 
for ‚Conflict resolution and conflict management‘



Aspects, approaches and/or skills taught explicitly in Subject Didactic courses 

of “History”, (E2.2.1) 



General Didactic courses
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Citizenship education in the 
history curriculum –

History in the CE curriculum



Aspects and/or skills of Civic Education / Citizenship

education in curriculum „History “ (E+F5.1)



Aspects and/or skills of Civic Education / Citizenship

education in curriculum „History “ (E+F5.1)



Aspects and/or skills of Civic Education / Citizenship

education in curriculum „History “ (E+F5.1)



Thank you for your attention!


